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Founder's Message
BRYANT MACFARLANE ,  CO-FOUNDER 

     Like many of you, 2022 was a big year for us here at the Maurin
Academy. The tremendous support we received over the last two
years resulted in many of the changes you have likely seen. We look
forward to seeing many of you more regularly as we branch out into
new ways of interacting with you. From our new Patreon to our
increased number of classes, and our new reading group, we seek to
make 2023 the best year we have had. Many other changes have
occurred for us over the past year. We have lost friends and
relations, started new jobs and begun walking down paths leading to
new directions. However, these experiences have strengthened our
commitment to one another and the aims of the Maurin Academy -
and you! As we begin this new year, let us not be focused on the
trials and tribulations of the past but allow ourselves to be part of
the beauty of today. As Dorthy Day once said, "the world will be
saved by beauty." On behalf of Laurie, Spencer, Emily, Jakob, and
myself - thank you for participating in our community and being
part of the beauty that makes change possible today!   
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New Year, New Focus
EMILY LARNER AND SPENCER HESS ,  CO-FOUNDERS 

Most other farmers primarily do it for the love of the game, as it were. 
Their ambitions don’t reach too far beyond their work, their (modern) 
rural way of life, and supporting their families. These people’s politics are 
usually garbled forms of what Marx called “Petty-Bourgiois Socialism”, 
which, in America, now, means they’re right-liberals who probably 
support Trump.
The other farmers who are fellow activistey-types are typically left- 
liberals too hopped up on–as the kids say on the internet these days– 
“copium” to even begin to truly countenance the amount of physical and 
mental labor and the amount of financial and social risk, the herculean 
and collective mustering of which would be required just for a seat at the 
table to the radical reformation our society desperately requires at this 
late date. These people’s politics are usually mystified forms of what 
Marx called “Bourgeois Socialism”, which, in America, now, means 
imagining that if we could all just be open-hearted and politically correct, 
then the Democrats are going to finally enact salubrious reforms to fix 
things. In short, they’re trapped in a cargo cult.
Nobody can admit that, at best, all we’re doing is something adjacent to 
craft artists making luxury goods for the affluent–that we aren’t, in fact, 
building an alternative food “system.” We’re merely post-modern 
neoliberal entrepreneurs engaging in idiosyncratic farm-projects whose 
primary purposes are self-fulfillment, therapy, and aesthetics. That all it’ll 
probably take is a depression to capsize what’s taken decades to build.

We both got into farming out of “activist” motivations. We wanted (and still 
want) to help build ecologically responsible, socially solidifying, financially 
sustainable, and spiritually fulfilling farms, networked throughout our 
bioregion to supply local and nutritious foods to everybody who needs to 
eat. Having these more meso-economic ambitions puts us at variance with 
most other people in the “food scene” for at least three reasons:

1.

2.

3.

 

https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/copium
https://www.britannica.com/topic/cargo-cult


Most farmers weather the bleak shadow cast by point #3 by either having 
ample land/capital and/or the personal genius to keep their operation 
afloat, and the ones that don’t often make ends meet by availing 
themselves of grant money and/or outside income. We are then faced 
with that none of these variables support cultivating a committed and 
professional labor force, nor independent, inter-generational farming 
operations. And after four tiresome years of going against this grain, we 
have decided to make a retreat out of market gardening and further 
cultivating our homestead and teaching through The Maurin Academy.

Now we must clarify that this “retreat” of sorts is not us backing out of all 
our current involvements in our local food system–deserting, if you will. 
Rather, it is more of a re-evaluating and re-grouping, to consider how 
much capacity we have to a.) run our homestead, b.) be active participants 
in actually-existing local agriculture, and c.) be engaged in more rarefied 
intellectual pursuits (like this) you’ll be able to find from us going 
forward. Involved in all the above is also, d.) coming to terms with the 
tribulations of the last few years; trying to do urban ag has not only been 
financially stupid, but physically arduous, and many relationships have 
been broken or shattered in the process.

But throughout it all, what has been refined inside this crucible has been 
our Christian faith, the conviction that Catholic Worker-style Anarchism is 
a great way to go about trying to practice being the change the world 
needs, and the studdied realization that Catholic Social Teaching (CST) 
furnishes the genuine answers to the “social questions” of our day. That’s 
why we’ve let the M:O/R/T Collective project die, and transitioned over to 
being the John Paul II Catholic Worker Farm. Our attempts to accomplish 
things along more secular lines have largely led to nowhere, so why not 
explicitly and emphatically embrace the sacred? St. JPII, please pray for 
us.
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Our New Reading Group - Reading Marx with Jakob Hanschu 
JAKOB HANSCHU,  CO-FOUNDER 

Reading Marx with Jakob Hanschu is a Maurin Academy Reading Group focused on the works of Karl Marx. 
The name for the group is a play on the widely popular “Reading Capital with David Harvey” course/video 
series on YouTube. (Disclaimer: Jakob’s beard is not as rad as Dr. Harvey’s, nor does Jakob possess Harvey’s 
level of expertise). The purpose of the group is to learn from, question, struggle with, and appreciate Marx’s 
texts together. Part of the impetus for the group is that many of Marx’s works appear imposing—Capital, for 
example, is comprised of three books coming in at nearly 1,000 pages each—and are indeed difficult, at least 
at times. By reading Marx together, we can learn not only what he said, but how his thought applies (or 
doesn’t) to our own world. 
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Details 
The group will meet on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month at 7 pm CST. Sessions are 
expected to run 90 minutes, give or take a quarter-hour. The first session will be on February 8, from 7-8:30 
pm CST. The format for the group will be to literally read Marx together. We will start with Das Kapital. I’ll 
distribute PDF copies from Marxists.org (if you have your own copy, that’s fine too), which will be read 
during the 90-minute session. We’ll work through Capital, Volume 1, sentence by sentence, stopping for 
discussion and questions as they arise and/or are necessary. Nobody is expected to do any reading outside 
of the group meetings (but everyone is, of course, welcome to!). Join the group by subscribing at any level
on Patreon (patreon.com/maurinacademy). 

Why Read Marx?
Karl Marx is undeniably one of the most influential thinkers in the history of ideas. Today, he is no less a 
divisive figure than he was fifty (Cold War conflicts) or even one-hundred seventy-five years ago (Marx was 
exiled from Germany in August 1849). Marx’s literary output included political pamphlets, dense academic 
tomes, and incisive journalism, as well as hundreds of letters to folks as varied as Fredrich Engels and 
Abraham Lincoln. He read widely across philosophy (his dissertation involved an intensive reading of the 
pre-Socratic philosopher Democritus), history, economics, political thought, social theory, and the natural 
sciences (he was an enthusiastic reader of Darwin’s Origin of Species, which he called “an epoch-making 
work”; some postulate that Marx wanted to dedicate the second volume of Capital to Darwin but Darwin 
declined), all while staying up to date on contemporary issues of relevance.

Resulting from a combination of his immense influence, controversial ideas, and enormous output, 
interpretations of Marx abound. Indeed, it’s become something of a joke that among Marxist scholars, there 
is often more disagreement than agreement, whereas all the non-Marxists are fairly certain about what Marx 
means, even if they haven’t the slightest idea what he actually said. By reading Marx—his actual words, not 
those written about him—we can come to know the nature of his thought. As a result, we will be able to 
situate ourselves within (or perhaps choose to place ourselves outside of) the discourse about his ideas and 
—more importantly—situate his ideas in relation to our contemporary social world. 
The world of today is not the world of Marx’s time. To ask his thought to fit our moment perfectly is to make 
him the prophet of a religion he didn’t follow; it is to disgrace the fundamentally historical character of his 
analysis. Yet, the social formation theorized in its incipient stages by Marx remains the dominant social 
form today. Surface processes change, but, value as that which expresses and is determined by direct labor 
time remains the heart of contemporary society, despite all its ill. As cultural theorist Fredric Jameson has 
remarked, “It is easier to imagine the end of the world than the end of capitalism.” Marx was, above all, a 
master diagnostician. His theory is nothing less than a critique of capitalist modernity in all its guises. 
While time has surely aged some of his points, Marx’s writings continue to serve as indispensable tools for 
those wishing to engage in critical social analysis.
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Pints With Plato 
LAURIE JOHNSON,  PRESIDENT AND CO-FOUNDER 

There’s “Pints with Aquinas,” but what about the guy who gave 
Aquinas his philosophic inspiration (primarily via Plato’s student, 
Aristotle)? It’s a playful name, but the project in this first year is to 
traverse the great political thinkers of the Western tradition via a 
modified Straussian lens. As many of you know, I was schooled in 
that approach, and like all approaches, it gave me some useful tools, 
but it doesn’t get you all the way there. The general framework, and 
Strauss’s comparison between ancients and moderns, are useful tools 
that I’ll combine with insights I’ve gained from Marxian economics, 
political psychology, and Christian theology. My main goal is to give 
folks an abbreviated “Master Class” this year in the ancients/moderns 
comparison because it is very useful for understanding where we are 
today. Each session will stand independently, so folks can come in 
whenever they wish. Each first Thursday, I’ll discuss a new thinker— 
next up is Aristotle, then Augustine, perhaps a month that deals with 
2-3 other medieval thinkers, then Aquinas, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, 
Rousseau, Mill, Marx, and Nietzsche. I reserve the right to amend that 
list, but hopefully, you get the point! Join me for “Pints with Plato” on 
February 2 at 7 p.m. CT by registering on Eventbrite, or supporting 
the Maurin Academy on Patreon!

Eventbrite:https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pints-with-plato-monthly- 
chats-with-dr-laurie-m-johnson-tickets-468534448147? 
aff=ebdssbdestsearch

Patreon: https://www.patreon.com/user?u=81568975

 

"The future will be different if we make the present different" 
PETER MAURIN

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pints-with-plato-monthly-chats-with-dr-laurie-m-johnson-tickets-468534448147?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pints-with-plato-monthly-chats-with-dr-laurie-m-johnson-tickets-468534448147?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pints-with-plato-monthly-chats-with-dr-laurie-m-johnson-tickets-468534448147?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.patreon.com/user?u=81568975
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Our Offerings 
BRYANT MACFARLANE ,  CO-FOUNDER 

Laurie will discuss great ideas in political thought and theology on the first Thursday of each month, 
starting in January 2023. These hour-long talks with Q & A, "Pints with Plato" should help to bridge 
knowledge gaps and get to know the Maurin Academy better. Sign up on Eventbrite or Patreon! 
Laudato Si (or, "on care for our common home") Short Series by Laurie, a two-meeting short series on the 
meaning of the second encyclical of Pope Francis. Meeting March 23 and March 30. Sign up on Eventbrite!
The Sublime and the Beautiful, presented by Bryant: a four-meeting short series on understanding 
classical and more modern theories on individual and social motivation. Meeting April 12, April 19, April 
26, and May 3. Sign up on Eventbrite! 
Spencer Hess will lead a short series on Romano Guardini's The End of the Modern World. According to 
Kirkus, "the work attempts mainly to depict in general outline the character and the promise of a new 
man, Mass Man, and a new world, a world of technological collectivism, which the author sees as 
emerging with the simultaneous demise of the modern age." Sessions on May 17, 24, 31, and June 7.
The Religion of Technology, presented by Bryant, is a six-meeting seminar on whether technology and 
faith are at war with one another - or if technology has a central place in the relationship between 
humanity and what lies beyond. Meeting June 1, June 8, June 15, June 22, June 29, and July 6. Sign up on 
Eventbrite!

Seminars, Courses, and OtherInteractive Offerings 

Podcasts
Our Dustbowl Diatribes and Political Philosophy podcasts are available for free through pmaurin.org or 
wherever you find your favorite downloads. We post Dustbowl Diatribes on YouTube a couple of weeks after 
it comes out as a podcast. Political Philosophy comes out as a video first, then a podcast. 

Connect With Us 
Curious about what to expect from attending a seminar, short series, or lecture? Segments of our seminar on 
Christian Anarchism from earlier this summer are currently available for streaming through our Classes and 
Series tab on pmaurin.org. Have an idea or request for a course? We'd love to hear from you! Email us at 
maurinacademy@gmail.com! 

 



Donations 
 

The Maurin Academy is a 501c3 non-profit organization. Your donations are tax- 
deductible. 

Scan the QR code above with your smartphone camera or use 
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=RPS5NGBZEGGAA to donate via 
PayPal.

Checks can be made out to “The Maurin Academy” and mailed to: 
The Maurin Academy, 1828 NEWTON AVE, KANSAS CITY, MO 64126-2762
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Membership
SPENCER HESS ,  CO-FOUNDER 

Rational (?) Economic Actor ($1/month) 
Access to all podcast content, our newsletter, reading lists, occasional essays, and 
announcements. 

Salt of the Earth ($5/month)
Access to Laurie's monthly live sessions "Pints with Plato," our growing course 
content archive, and all previous content.

Worker-Scholar ($10/month)
Access to all new (live) course content, and all previous content.

We are working hard to provide top quality participative and distributed media 
experiences. Becoming a Patreon member has benefits for us all, and it helps us to 
increase our offerings. You can become a member today and experience all of our 
member benefits immediately. Nonmembers are always welcome to sign-up for course 
participation through Eventbrite or to purchase a download from our (forthcoming) 
course archive.  

Sign up on Patreon! 
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